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AFT Work Program 2022-24
Staffing update:

¶ Two full-time staff Sept-Mar 2023 

¶ New AFT staff member joining in May 2023 

The work programme include:

¶ Salmon Smolt Tracking Project (AST / FMS / ADRIA)

¶ Monitoring sea lice burdens of Sea trout (FMS & EMPs)

¶ Electrofishing Programme (Fishery assessments) 

¶ Nutrient / Juvenile Productivity Project (Catchment projects)

¶ Habitat Improvement Works (Catchment projects) 

¶ Fish Habitat Surveys  - (Contracts)

¶ Renewable Energy Development EIA Contracts 

. 



West Coast Salmon Tracking 
Project

Identify the migration route of smolts through inshore 
waters & time spent in the aquaculture zone

Trapping & Tagging 

Â AFT 200 salmon smolts in the River Orchy and River Etive (2021 & 2022)

Â AFT 100 salmon smolts in the River Orchy  (2023)

Â MS 100 salmon smolts in the River Aray & Fyne (Loch Fyne) (2023)



Year 2 (2022) ï
Preliminary Results

2 tagging sites
R. Etive 77 tagged smolts (13-26th April)
R. Orchy 121 tagged smolts (14-27th

April)

% of tagged smolts detected leaving their 
home river

Etive 91 % in 2022 (71 of 77 smolts)
(76 % in 2021)

Orchy 79% in 2022 (96 of 121 smolts)
(93 % in 2021)



Year 2 (2022) ïPreliminary Results
Sea Loch

% of tagged smolts detected 
leaving Loch Etive

Etive 90 % in 2022 (64 of 71 
smolts)
(92 % in 2021)

Orchy 94 % in 2022 (90 of 96 
smolts)
(84 % in 2021)



Year 2 (2022) ï
Preliminary Results

Loch Linnhe (Marine)

Argyll & Lochy smolts detected:

Sound of Mull ï42 tags
Å37 tags (D ïSound of Mull) 
Å5 tags (EïColl-Rum-Skye)

Firth of Lorne - 178
Å104 tags (C ïKerrera / Mull) 
Å74 tags (B ïIona / Colonsay /Jura)

A ï1 tag (N. Ireland-Islay)
F ï1 tag (South Uist ïBarra)
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Acoustic tracking of smolts - Pilot Study 2022

Results Summary

Â 25 of 26 (96 %) tagged smolts detected

Â 12 of the 25 tags (48%) were not detected downstream 
of the Awe barrage

Â Min. 4 smolts (16 %) were found to have utilised the fish 
pass, one of which was subsequently detected in the 
estuary.

Â 9 smolts (36 %) were last detected at the estuary of the 
River Awe.


